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Hou X, Mechler A, Martin LL, Aguilar 
MI, Small DH*. Cholesterol and anionic 
phospholipids increase the binding 
of amyloidogenic transthyretin to lipid 
membranes. Biochim Biophys Acta. 2008 
Jan; 1778(1):198–205

Husain S, Yildirim-Toruner C, Rubio 
JP, Field J; Southern MS Genetics 
Consortium, Schwalb M, Cook S, 
Devoto M, Vitale E. Variants of ST8SIA1 
are associated with risk of developing 
multiple sclerosis. PLoS onE. 2008 Jul 9; 
3(7):e2653

Inagaki H, Akagi M, Imai HT, Taylor RW, 
Wiese MD, Davies NW, Kubo T. Pilosulin 
5, a novel histamine-releasing peptide of 
the Australian ant, Myrmecia pilosula (Jack 
Jumper Ant). Arch Biochem Biophys. 
2008 Sep 15; 477(2):411–6

Janakiramanan N, Teichtahl AJ, 
Wluka AE, Ding C*, Jones G*, 
Davis SR, Cicuttini FM. Static knee 
alignment is associated with the risk of 
unicompartmental knee cartilage defects. 
J orthop Res. 2008 Feb; 26(2):225–30

Jones G*, Boon P*. Which bone mass 
measures discriminate adolescents who 
have fractured from those who have not? 
osteoporosis International 2008 19:251–5

Jones G*, Winzenberg T*. 
Cardiovascular risks of calcium 
supplements in women. BMJ.  
2008 Feb 2; 336(7638):226–7 [Editorial)

Kain T, Zochling J*, Taylor A, Manolios 
N, Smith MD, Reed MD, Brown 
MA, Schachna L. Evidence-based 

recommendations for the diagnosis of 
ankylosing spondylitis: results from the 
Australian 3E initiative in rheumatology. 
Med J Aust. 2008 Feb 18; 188(4):235–7

Kain T, Zochling J*, Taylor A, Manolios 
N, Smith MD, Reed MD, Brown 
MA, Schachna L. Evidence-based 
recommendations for the monitoring 
and treatment of ankylosing spondylitis: 
results from the Australian 3E initiative 
in rheumatology. International Journal of 
Rheumatic Diseases; 11(1):45–49

Kiltz U, Zochling J*, Schmidt WE, 
Braun J. Use of nSAIDs and infection 
with Helicobacter pylori - what does 
the rheumatologist need to know? 
Rheumatology (oxford). 2008 Sep; 
47(9):1342–7 (D1)

Kirby K, Piterman L, Nelson MR*,  
Dent J. Gastro-oesophageal reflux 
disease: Impact of guidelines on GP 
management. Australian Family  
Physician 2008; 37(1/2):73–77

Kreiss A*, Fox N, Bergfeld J, Quinn SJ, 
Pyecroft S, Woods GM*.  Assessment 
of cellular immune responses of 
healthy and diseased Tasmanian 
devils (Sarcophilus harrisii). Dev Comp 
Immunol. 2008 32(5):544–553

Lees AN, Reid DW*. Management 
dilemma; a woman with cystic fibrosis 
and severe lung disease presenting with 
colonic carcinoma: a case report. J Med 
Case Reports. 2008 Dec 15; 2:384

Leung JY*, Chapman JA, Harris 
JA*, Hale D*, Chung RS*, West AK*, 
Chuah MI*. olfactory ensheathing cells 
are attracted to, and can endocytose, 
bacteria. Cell Mol Life Sci. 2008 Jul 7. 
[Epub ahead of print]

Magnussen CG*, Raitakari OT, 
Thomson R*, Juonala M, Patel DA, 
Viikari JSA, Marniemi J, Srinivasan 
SR, Berenson GS, Dwyer T*, Venn A*. 
Utility of currently recommended pediatric 
dyslipidemia classifications in predicting 
dyslipidemia in adulthood: evidence from 
the Childhood Determinants of Adult 
Health (CDAH) Study, Cardiovascular Risk 
in young Finns Study, and Bogalusa Heart 
Study. Circulation 2008 Jan; 117(1):32–42

Martin A, Sanderson K*, Cocker F*. 
Meta-analysis of the effects of health 
promotion intervention in the workplace 
on depression and anxiety symptoms. 
Scand J Work Environ Health. 2008  
Dec 9. [Epub ahead of print]

McMahon K, Nelson MR*, Jones G*.  
Treating the symptoms of osteoarthritis: 
oral treatments.  Australian Family 
Physician 2008; 37(3):133-35

Minstrell M, Winzenberg T*, Rankin 
N, Hughes C, Walker J. Supportive 
care of rural women with breast cancer 
in Tasmania, Australia: changing needs 
over time.  Psycho oncology. 2008 Jan; 
17(1):58–65

Mintz CD, Carcea I, McNickle DG, 
Dickson TC*, Ge Y, Salton SR,  
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Benson DL. ERM proteins regulate 
growth cone responses to Sema3A. J 
Comp neurol. 2008 oct 1; 510(4):351–66

Morellini NM, Giles NL, Rea S, Adcroft 
KF, Falder S, King CE, Dunlop SA, 
Beazley LD, West AK*, Wood FM, 
Fear MW. Exogenous metallothionein-
IIA promotes accelerated healing after a 
burn wound. Wound Repair Regen. 2008 
Sep-oct; 16(5):682–90

Muller HK, Malley RC*, McGee HM*, 
Scott DK, Wozniak T, Woods GM*. 
Effect of UV radiation on the neonatal 
skin immune system- implications for 
melanoma. Photochem Photobiol. 2008 
Jan-Feb; 84(1):47–54

Murphy M, Quinn S*, Young J, Parkin 
P, Taylor B*. Increasing incidence of 
ALS in Canterbury, new Zealand: A 
22-year study. neurology. 2008 Dec 2; 
71(23):1889–95

Nelson MR*, Reid CM, Ames DA, Beilin 
LJ, Donnan GA, Gibbs P, Johnston 
CI, Krum H, Storey E, Tonkin A, Wolfe 
R, Woods R, McNeil JJ. Feasibility of 
conducting a primary prevention trial 
of low-dose aspirin for major adverse 
cardiovascular events in older people 
in Australia: results from the ASPirin in 
Reducing Events in the Elderly (ASPREE) 
pilot study. Med J Aust. 2008 Jul 21; 
189(2):105–9 

Nelson MR*. Hypertension. CHECK 
Program 2008. Review

Nestel P, O’Brien R, Nelson M*. 
Management of dyslipidaemia - Evidence 
and practical recommendations. Aust 
Fam Physician. 2008 Jul; 37(7):521–7

Norval M, Woods GM*. Letter to the 
Editor. Comment on ‘‘Hypothesis—
Ultraviolet-B Irradiance and Vitamin 
D Reduce the Risk of Viral Infections 
and thus their Sequelae, Including 
Autoimmune Diseases and some 
Cancers’’ by W.B. Grant, Photochem. 
Photobiol (2007). Photochem  Photobiol. 
2008 May–Jun; 84(3):802–805

Norval M, Malley RC* and Woods GM*. 
What’s new in photoimmunology? (2008) 
Photodermatol Photoimmunol Photomed 
24:334–336

Paul SL*, Blizzard L*, Patton GC, Dwyer 
T*, Venn A*. Parental smoking and 
smoking experimentation in childhood 
increase the risk of being a smoker 20 
years later: the Childhood Determinants 
of Adult Health Study. Addiction. 2008 
May; 103(5):846–53

Peng ZF, Chen MJ, Yap YW, 
Manikandan J, Melendez AJ, 
Choy MS, Moore PK, Cheung NS*. 
Proteasome inhibition: an early or late 
event in nitric oxide-induced neuronal 
death? nitric oxide. 2008 Mar; 
18(2):136–45. Epub 2007 nov 22

Petratos S, Li QX, George AJ, Hou 
X, Kerr ML, Unabia SE, Hatzinisiriou 
I, Maksel D, Aguilar MI, Small DH*. 
The β-amyloid protein of Alzheimer’s 
disease increases neuronal CRMP-2 
phophorylation by a Rho-GTP mechanism. 
Brain 2008; 131(Part 1):90–108

Pier C, Shandley KA, Fisher JL, 
Burstein F, Nelson MR*, Piterman L. 
Identifying the health and mental health 
information needs of people with 
coronary heart disease, with and without 
depression. Med J Aust. 2008 Jun 16; 
188(12 Suppl):S142–4

Poke FS*. Hop mosaic virus: complete 
nucleotide sequence and relationship 
to other carlaviruses. Arch Virol. 2008; 
153(8):1615-9 

Ponsonby AL*, Blizzard L*, Pezic A, 
Cochrane JA*, Ellis JA, Morley R, 
Dickinson JL*, Sale MM, Richards 
SM*, Dwyer T*. Adiposity Gain During 
Childhood, ACE I/D Polymorphisms and 
Metabolic outcomes. obesity (Silver 
Spring). 2008 Sep; 16(9):2141–7

Ponsonby AL*, Glasgow N, Pezic 
A, Dwyer T*, Ciszek K, Kljakovic M. 
A temporal decline in asthma but not 
eczema prevalence from 2000 to 2005 
at school entry in the Australian Capital 
Territory with further consideration of 
country of birth. Int J Epidemiol. 2008 
Jun; 37(3):559–69

Ponsonby AL*, Kemp A. Investigation 
of the hygiene hypothesis: current issues 
and future directions. Allergy. 2008 May; 
63(5):506–8

Ponsonby AL*, Pezic A, Ellis J, Morley 
R, Cameron F, Carlin J, Dwyer T*. 
Variation in Associations between Allelic 
Variants of the Vitamin D Receptor Gene 
and onset of Type 1 Diabetes Mellitus 
by Ambient Winter Ultraviolet Radiation 
Levels: A Meta-Regression Analysis. Am J 
Epidemiol. 2008 Aug 15; 168(4):358–65

Powell KL, Kyi M, Reid CA, Paradiso 
L, D’Abaco GM, Kaye AH, Foote SJ*, 
O’Brien TJ. Genetic absence epilepsy 
rats from Strasbourg have increased 
corticothalamic expression of stargazin. 
neurobiol Dis. 2008 neurobiol Dis. 2008 
Aug; 31(2):261–5

Powell KL, Ng C, O’Brien TJ, Xu SH, 
Williams DA, Foote SJ*, Reid CA. 
Decreases in HCn mRnA expression 
in the hippocampus after kindling and 
status epilepticus in adult rats. Epilepsia 
2008 Apr 7. [Epub ahead of print]

Powell S, Ma D, Jones G*. Determinants 
of skeletal age deviation in a cross-
sectional study. J Clin Endocrinol Metab. 
2008 Feb; 93(2):521–6

Reid CM, Nelson MR*, Chew D, 
Connor G, DeLoose F. Australians @ 
Risk: management of cardiovascular risk 

factors in the REACH registry. Heart, 
Lung & Circulation 2008; 17(2):114–118

Reid DW*, Anderson G, Lamont IL. 
Cystic fibrosis; Ironing out infection. 
American Journal of Physiology; Lung 
Cellular and Molecular Physiology. 2008; 
295(1):L23–24. IF:4.25

Reid DW*, Misso NL, Aggarwal S, 
Thompson PJ, Johns DP*, Walters EH*. 
Tolerance and rebound with zafirlukast in 
patients with persistent asthma. J negat 
Results Biomed. 2008 May 19; 7(1):3

Reid DW*, Wen Y, Johns DP*, Williams 
TJ, Ward C, Walters EH*. Bronchodilator 
reversibility, airway eosinophilia and 
anti-inflammatory effects of inhaled 
Fluticasone in CoPD are not related. 
Respirology 2008 nov; 13(6):799–809

Robinson A*, Courtney-Pratt H*, Lea 
E*, Cameron-Tucker H*, Turner P, 
Cummings E*, Wood-Baker R*, Walters 
EH*. Transforming clinical practice 
amongst community nurses: mentoring 
for CoPD patient self-management. J Clin 
nurs. 2008 Jun 16. [Epub ahead of print]

Robinson AL*, Emden CG, Elder JA*, 
Lea EJ*, Vickers JC*, Turner PA. 
Multiple views reveal the complexity of 
dementia diagnosis. Australas J Ageing. 
2008 Dec; 27(4):183–8

Ross RM*, Downey K*, Newman JM*, 
Richards SM*, Clark MG*, Rattigan S*. 
Contrast-enhanced ultrasound 
measurement of microvascular perfusion 
relevant to nutrient and hormone delivery 
in skeletal muscle: A model study in vitro. 
Microvasc Res. 2008 May; 75(3):323–9

Rubio JP, Stankovich J*, Field J, Tubridy 
N, Marriott M, Chapman C, Bahlo M*, 
Perera D*, Johnson LJ, Tait BD, Varney 
MD, Speed TP*, Taylor BV*, Foote SJ*, 
Butzkueven H, Kilpatrick TJ. Replication 
of KIAA0350, IL2RA, RPL5 and CD58 
as multiple sclerosis susceptibility genes 
in Australians. Genes Immun. 2008 oct; 
9(7):624–30

Sanderson K*, Nicholson J, Graves N, 
Tilse E, Oldenburg B. Mental health in 
the workplace: Using the ICF to model 
the prospective associations between 
symptoms, activities, participation and 
environmental factors. Disabil Rehabil. 
2008 30(17):1289–97

Sanderson K*, Wescombe L, Kirov 
SM, Champion A*, Reid DW*. Bacterial 
cyanogenesis occurs in the cystic 
fibrosis lung. Eur Respir J. 2008 Aug; 
32(2):329–33

Schmidt MD*, Cleland VJ*, Thomson 
RJ*, Dwyer T*, Venn AJ*. A comparison 
of subjective and objective measures of 
physical activity and fitness in identifying 
associations with cardiometabolic risk 
factors. Ann Epidemiol. 2008 May; 
18(5):378–86
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Shabala L*, Bowman J, Brown J, 
Ross T, McMeekin T, Shabala S*. Ion 
transport and osmotic adjustment in 
Escherichia coli in response to ionic and 
non-ionic osmotica. Environ Microbiol. 
2008 Sep 12. [Epub ahead of print]

Shaw K*, Winzenberg T*. Emergency 
Planning and Preparedness in General 
Practice. Journal of Emergency 
Management 2008; 6:45–54

Sims A, Shephard N, Carter K, Doan T, 
Dowling A, Duncan E, Eisman J, Jones 
G*, Nicholson G, Prince R, Seeman E, 
Thomas G, Wass J, Brown M. Genetic 
Analyses in a Sample of Individuals With 
High or Low Bone Density Demonstrates 
Association With Multiple Wnt Pathway 
Genes. J Bone Miner Res 2008 Apr; 
23(4):499–506

Small DH*. network dysfunction in 
Alzheimer’s disease: does synaptic 
scaling drive disease progression? 
Trends Mol Med. 2008 Mar; 14(3):103–8

Small DH, Klaver DW, Beckman M. 
Regulation of proBACE1 by 
glycosaminoglycans. neurodegener  
Dis. 2008; 5:206–8 

Sounness BD, Hughes CJ, Winzenberg 
TM*. Rural GPs’ satisfaction with 
radiology services to their communities: 
a qualitative study. Rural and Remote 
Health 2008; 8(902):1–10

Srikanth V*, Beare R, Blizzard L*, Phan 
T, Stapleton J, Chen J, Callisaya M*, 
Martin K*, Reutens D. Cerebral White 
Matter Lesions, Gait, and the Risk of 
Incident Falls. A Prospective Population-
Based Study. Stroke. 2008 oct 16. [Epub 
ahead of print]

Stewart NJ*, Bettiol SS*, Kreiss A*, 
Fox N, Woods GM*. Mitogen-induced 
responses in lymphocytes from platypus, 
the Tasmanian devil and the eastern 
barred bandicoot. Aust Vet J. 2008 oct; 
86(10):408–13

Stilwell G, Reynolds PJ, 
Parameswaran V, Blizzard L*, 
Greenaway TM, Burgess JR*.  
The influence of gestational stage on 
urinary iodine excretion in pregnancy. 
J Clin Endocrinol Metab. 2008 May; 
93(5):1737–42

Thrift AG, Dewey HM, Sturm JW, 
Srikanth VK*, Gilligan AK, Gall SL*, 
Macdonell RAL, McNeil JJ, Donnan 
GA. Incidence of stroke subtypes in the 
north East Melbourne Stroke Incidence 
Study (nEMESIS): differences between 
men and women. neuroepidemiology 
2008; 32:11–18 

Thompson BT, Johns DP*, Bailey M, 
Raven J, Walters EH*, Abramson MJ. 
Prediction equations for single breath 
diffusing capacity (dlco) in a middle aged 
Caucasian population. Thorax. 2008 oct; 
63(10):889–93

Tremlett H*, van der Mei I*, Pittas 
F*, Blizzard L*, Paley G*, Dwyer T*, 
Taylor B*, Ponsonby AL*. Adherence 
to the immunomodulatory drugs for 
multiple sclerosis: contrasting factors 
affect stopping drug and missing doses. 
Pharmacoepidemiol Drug Saf. 2008; 
17(6):565–576

Tremlett H*, van der Mei IA*, Pittas 
F*, Blizzard L*, Paley G*, Mesaros D*, 
Wood-Baker R*, Nunez M, Dwyer T*, 
Taylor BV*, Ponsonby AL*. Monthly 
Ambient Sunlight, Infections and 
Relapse Rates in Multiple Sclerosis. 
neuroepidemiology. 2008 oct 30; 
31(4):271–279

Venn A*, Hosmer T*, Hosmer D*, 
Bruinsma F, Jones P, Lumley J, Pyett 
P, Rayner JA, Werther G. oestrogen 
treatment for tall stature in girls: 
estimating the effect on height and the 
error in height prediction. Clin Endocrinol 
(oxf). 2008 Jun; 68(6):926–9

Vincent A*, West A*, Chuah MI*. 
Glial modulation of the innate immune 
response: olfactory ensheathing cells 
join the melee? new Research on Innate 
Immunity 2008; Quarter 3(Chapter 14); 
339–349

Visser K, Katchamart W, Loza E, 
Martinez-Lopez JA, Salliot C, Trudeau 
J, Bombardier C, Carmona L, van der 
Heijde D, Bijlsma JW, Boumpas DT, 
Canhao H, Edwards CJ, Hamuryudan 
V, Kvien TK, Leeb BF, Martín-Mola 
EM, Mielants H, Müller-Ladner U, 
Murphy G, Ostergaard M, Pereira 
IA, Ramos-Remus C, Valentini G, 
Zochling J*, Dougados M. Multinational 
evidence-based recommendations for 
the use of methotrexate in rheumatic 
disorders with a focus on rheumatoid 
arthritis: integrating systematic literature 
research and expert opinion of a broad 
international panel of rheumatologists in 
the 3E Initiative. Ann Rheum Dis. 2008 
nov 25. [Epub ahead of print]

Walters EH*, Reid DEC*, Soltani A*, 
Ward C*. Angiogenesis: A potentially 
critical part of remodelling in chronic 
airway diseases? Pharmacol Ther 2008; 
118(1):128–137

Walters EH*, Soltani A*, Reid DW*, 
Ward C*. Vascular remodelling in 
asthma. Curr opin Allergy Clin Immunol. 
2008; 8(1):39–43

Walters EH*, Wood-Baker R*, Reid 
DEC*, Ward C*. Innate immune activation 
in neutrophilic asthma. Thorax. 2008 Jan; 
63(1):88–9. IF: 6.064

Walters JAE*, Hansen EC*, Johns DP*, 
Blizzard CL*, Walters EH*, Wood-Baker 
R*. A mixed methods study to compare 
models of spirometry delivery in primary 
care for patients at risk of CoPD. Thorax 
2008; 63(5):408–414

Walters JAE*, Hansen EC*, Walters 
EH*, Wood-Baker R*. Under-diagnosis 
of Chronic obstructive Pulmonary 

Disease: a qualitative study in primary 
care. Respiratory Medicine 2008; 
102(5):738–743

West AK*, Hidalgo J, Eddins D, 
Levin ED, Aschner M. Metallothionein 
in the central nervous system: Roles 
in protection, regeneration and 
cognition. neurotoxicology. 2008 May; 
29(3):488–502

Wiese MD*, Milne RW, Davies NW, 
Chataway TK, Brown SG, Heddle 
RJ. Myrmecia pilosula (Jack Jumper) 
ant venom: validation of a procedure to 
standardise an allergy vaccine. J Pharm 
Biomed Anal. 2008 Jan 7; 46(1):58–65

Winzenberg T*, Jones G*. Ibandronate 
in benign bone disease. Rev Recent Clin 
Trials. 2008 May; 3(2):139–49

Winzenberg T*, Hansen E*, Jones G*. 
How do women change osteoporosis-
preventive behaviours in their children? 
Eur J Clin nutr. 2008 Mar; 62(3):379–85

Winzenberg T*, Jones G*. 
Recommended calcium intakes in 
children: have we set the bar too 
high? IBMS BoneKEy. 2008 February; 
5(2):59–68

Winzenberg TM*, Powell S*, Shaw KA*, 
Jones G*. Vitamin D supplementation 
for improving bone mineral density in 
children. (Protocol). Cochrane Database 
of Systematic Reviews. 2008(1):Art. no.: 
CD006944. DoI: 10.1002/14651858.
CD006944

Wray BN*, Stankovich J*, Whittock L*, 
Dwyer T*, Ponsonby AL*, van der Mei 
IA*, Taylor B*, Dickinson J*, Foote S*, 
McMorran BJ*. CTLA-4 and multiple 
sclerosis: The A49G single nucleotide 
polymorphism shows no association with 
multiple sclerosis in a Southern Australian 
population. J neuroimmunol. 2008 May; 
196(1-2):139-42

Zochling J*, Braun J. Mortality 
in ankylosing spondylitis. Clin Exp 
Rheumatol. 2008 Sep–oct; 26(5 Suppl 
5):S80–4

Zochling J*, Sieper J, van der Heijde 
D, Braun J. Assessment in Ankylosing 
Spondylitis International Working Group. 
Development of a core set of domains 
for data collection in cohorts of patients 
with ankylosing spondylitis receiving anti-
tumour necrosis factor-alpha therapy. J 
Rheumatol. 2008 Jun; 35(6):1079–82

Zochling J*. Assessment and treatment 
of ankylosing spondylitis: current 
status and future directions. Curr opin 
Rheumatol. 2008 Jul; 20(4):398–403

Presentations
Menzies’ researchers attended a number 
of national and international medical 
research conferences throughout the 
year. In 2008, 141 oral and 65 poster 
presentations were delivered.

*Denotes Menzies’ researcher or honorary researcher associated with Menzies.
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TEAM:

Associate Professor Leigh Blizzard, 
Graduate Research Coordinator 
(City campuses)

Dr Sue Pearson, Honours and 
URoP Coordinator 

Dr Stephen Richards, Graduate 
Research Coordinator (Sandy Bay)

EDUCATIon AnD TRAInInG

Our Graduate  
Research Environment

one of the key goals of the Menzies 
Research Institute is to attract 
quality research students and early 
career postdoctoral researchers, 
and train them to become future 
research leaders. 

Graduate research life continued to 
be vibrant at Menzies in 2008 with 
51 students enrolled as candidates 
for postgraduate degrees. Another 
six students completed an honours 
degree during the year, and five 
undergraduate students were placed 
in the Undergraduate Research 
opportunities Program (URoP) that 
was first introduced in 2005. 

Providing a stimulating and 
rewarding learning environment 
that is responsive to student needs 
has become an important focus 
of Menzies. one initiative taken 
in 2008 was to provide a five-day 
course in, “Logistic regression 
and Survival Analysis” presented 
by Professor David W Hosmer, 
Emeritus Professor of Biostatistics 
at the University of Massachusetts. 
This was supplemented by a weekly 
program of teaching in statistics by 
Menzies’ staff.

Monthly journal club meetings were 
conducted at each of the Macquarie 
Street and Bathurst Street sites to 
train students in the critical appraisal 
of scientific literature.

The Childhood Determinants of Adult 
Health (CDAH) team continued their 
monthly journal club and planning 
meetings at which students and 
postdoctoral fellows are given 
opportunities to critically appraise 
published papers, discuss issues 
in questionnaire design, present 
preliminary data, plan analyses and 
paper writing, discuss reviewers’ 
comments on submitted papers, and 
address common data management 
and data analysis problems. 

The neuroscience group made 
use of international conferences 
and collaborations to expand their 
range of scientific capacities. In 
november, Catherine Blizzard spent 
time with Dr Jyoti Chuckowree at the 
University of Lausanne, Switzerland, 
learning a technique that allows in 
vivo imaging in the mouse brain.  
This capability has been passed on 
to others in her group.

PhD Completions

There were six PhD completions in 
2008. They are listed below with  
their topics:

Samantha 
Fung

Interactions between 
metallathionein and 
neurons of the CnS

Robert 
Gasperini

Homer, TRP channels 
and calcium: the 
signalling triad of 
growth cone motility

Mohammad 
Rassem 
Irhimeh

Clinical haemopoietic 
implications of 
fucoidan treatment

Anna King Unravelling the cellular 
pathology leading to 
neurodegeneration in 
motor neurone disease

Phillippa 
Oakford

Regulation of gene 
expression by the 
RUnX1 transcription 
factor

Adele 
Woodhouse

Pathological changes 
leading to neuronal 
degeneration in 
Alzheimer’s disease

Samantha Fung completed her 
PhD with the neuroscience group 
supervised by Associate Professor 
Adrian West and Dr Roger Chung. 
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She is now a Postdoctoral Research 
Fellow at the Prince of Wales Medical 
Research Institute, Sydney. 

Robert Gasperini completed 
his PhD with the neuroscience 
group co-supervised by Associate 
Professor Inn Chuah. He is now 
a Research Fellow at Menzies, 
employed in the laboratory of 
Professor David Small. 

Mohammad Rassem Irhimeh 
completed his PhD with Associate 
Professor Greg Woods. He has taken 
up a teaching/research position in 
Saudi Arabia. 

Anna King completed her PhD with 
the neuroscience group supervised 
by Professor James Vickers and 
Dr Tracey Dickson. She is now 
a Research Fellow at Menzies, 
and the recipient of a nationally 
competitive fellowship from the 
Motor neurone Disease Research 
Institute of Australia. 

Phillippa Oakford completed her 
PhD with the Cancer and Immunology 
group supervised by Dr Adele 
Holloway. She is now at the norris 
Comprehensive Cancer Center at the 
University of Southern California. 

Adele Woodhouse completed her 
PhD with the neuroscience group 
supervised by Professor James 
Vickers and Dr Tracey Dickson. 
After a brief stint as a Postdoctoral 
Junior Research Fellow with the 
Wicking Dementia Research and 
Education Centre at Menzies, 
she was awarded an nHMRC CJ 
Martin Fellowship to undertake 
postdoctoral studies at the Institute 
Jean Roche in Marseille and plans 
to return to Menzies in 2011 for the 
final two years of this fellowship.

Published Papers

our graduate research students 
make a significant contribution to  
the research output of Menzies. 
Their research topics focus on some 
of the most important health-related 
conditions and diseases affecting 
the human and animal populations 
of Australia and the world. 

Students who were first author on 
a paper published in 2008 include 
Richard Bradbury, Michele 
Callisaya, Dawn Dore, Stella Foley 
(two papers), Samantha Fung, 
and Jacqueline Leung. Honours 
student Meriam Shabbar was 
co-author on a paper accepted for 
publication in the prestigious journal 
Science (it will be published in 2009). 
Among our 2007 graduates, Kate 
Brettingham-Moore, Verity Cleland 
(three papers), Liesel Fitzgerald 
(two papers), Renee Ross and 
Julia Walters continued to have 
publications in 2008 from work 
completed during their candidature.

Prizes, Awards and Honours

Judged on the scientific quality of 
her submitted abstract, a student 
bursary was awarded to Dr Au 
Bich Thuy at the Population Health 
Congress in Brisbane in July. This 
was the inaugural combined meeting 
of the Australasian Epidemiological 
Association, the Australian Health 
Professionals Association, the 
Australasian Faculty of Public Health 
Medicine and the Public Health 
Association of Australia – a meeting 
that attracted 896 abstracts and 
1307 delegates. 

Catherine Blizzard was the winner 
of the Australian Society for Medical 
Research Medical Research (ASMR) 
Student Award for Tasmania 
awarded during Medical Science 
Week in May 2008. 

Helen Cameron-Tucker was a 
finalist in the ASMR Student Award 
for 2008. 

Belinda Cochrane was an invited 
speaker at the Airways 2008 
Scientific Meeting, which is a biennial 
national meeting with a theme of 
Chronic obstructive Pulmonary 
Disease (CoPD). Dr Cochrane 
presented her research on heart 
disease in the CoPD patient. 

Amanda Genders was awarded a 
national Heart Foundation Travel 
Award and a Student Travel Award 
from the European Association for 
the Study of Diabetes to attend 

a major international diabetes 
conference in Rome during 
September 2008. This was the 44th 
Annual Meeting of the European 
Association for the Study of 
Diabetes. Amanda submitted an 
abstract entitled “Zaprinast acutely 
augments insulin-mediated capillary 
recruitment and glucose disposal 
in rats in vivo.” The work reports 
on the insulin sensitising action of 
a phosphodiesterase inhibitor in 
muscle. The work was done jointly 
by Amanda and Eloise Bradley of the 
Muscle Research Group. 

Heather McGee was awarded 
a prize for the best student 
presentation at the Mutagenesis and 
Experimental Pathology section of 
the Australian Health and Medical 
Research Congress in Brisbane in 
november 2008. Her presentation 
was titled “Early changes in the skin 
immune system following neonatal 
exposure to ssUVR”. 

Costan Magnussen was awarded 
the 2008 Menzies Student 
Prize for excellence in research 
achievement during the previous 
12 months, as indicated by journal 
articles published or accepted 
for publication, grants awarded, 
conference presentations and 
honours and awards. Costan’s 
research publications (4) and 
international conference presentation 
in 2008 were of the highest 
international standard as judged by 
independent peer review. He was 
the first author of a paper published 
in Circulation, a journal that has an 
impact factor of 12.75 and a ranking 
of 1/74 among journals in the field 
of cardiac and cardiovascular 
systems. Publication of his paper 
was accompanied by an editorial 
attesting to the importance of the 
paper. Costan also had a paper 
accepted by the Journal of the 
American College of Cardiology,  
a journal that has an impact factor 
of 11 and a ranking of 2/74 in the 
field of cardiac and cardiovascular 
systems. In addition, Costan was a 
finalist in the ASMR Student Award 
for 2008 and in the TEMCo Science 
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and Technology Award, an award 
under the Southern Cross young 
Achiever Awards. 

Clare Smith won a GlaxoSmithKline 
Australia Postgraduate Student 
Research Support Grant of 
$25000 to provide travel support 
and research expenses. She 
was the Tasmanian winner of 
the AusBiotech–GSK Student 
Excellence Awards. This is a 
national event that encourages 
students to think about the potential 
commercial outcomes of their 
research. Additionally, Clare won a 
prize for best poster at University 
of Tasmania Postgraduate Student 
Association Research Day 2008. 
Clare is researching a new anti-
malarial therapy and is supervised 
by Professor Simon Foote. 

Liz Tegg was awarded a three-year 
Royal Hobart Hospital Research 
Foundation Clinical Fellowship, 

and a Haematology and oncology 
Targeted Therapies (HoTT) Award 
by Roche oncology & Haematology 
in conjunction with the Clinical 
oncological Society of Australia.  
The HoTT Award is provided to 
support a clinician in their research. 

Adele Woodhouse was a finalist for 
the TEMCo Science and Technology 
Award, an award under the Southern 
Cross young Achiever Awards. 
The purpose of these awards is 
to acknowledge, encourage and 
promote the positive achievements of 
young Tasmanians aged between 14 
and 27 years of age.

Retrospective

Alison West was awarded a nHMRC 
Post-graduate research scholarship 
in 2008 and is undertaking a PhD 
at the Peter McCallum Institute in 
Victoria. Alison is a former URoP 
student and Cancer Council 
Tasmania Honours Scholarship 

holder. She was supervised by Dr 
Jo Dickinson and Dr Adele Holloway 
during her honours year in 2007 and 
as a research assistant in 2008.

Honours Students

With the guidance of academic 
staff at Menzies, eight students 
successfully completed an honours 
degree in 2008. 

They were Gabriella Brown and 
Shirley (Flora) Cheong under the 
supervision of Associate Professor 
Greg Woods, Christopher Butler 
under the supervision of Dr Roger 
Chung, Emma Cazaly and Stanislaw 
Mitew under the supervision of Dr 
Tracey Dickson, Angela Lanzlinger 
under the supervision of Dr Louise 
Roddam, Moses Otto under the 
supervision of Dr Seana Gall, and 
Soo Yee Khor under the supervision 
of Dr Stephen Richards. 

Three of those have gone on to 
postgraduate work at Menzies. 
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Gabriella Brown is assessing 
chemotherapy and radiation in the 
treatment of the devil facial tumour 
disease under the supervision of 
Associate Professor Greg Woods. 
During her honours year she was 
the recipient of a Qantas Tasmanian 
Devil Honours Scholarship. 

Angela Lanzlinger is pursuing her 
PhD studies exploring mechanisms 
of inhibition of pseudomonas 
aeruginosa biofilm under the 
supervision of Dr Louise Roddam 
and Dr David Reid. 

Stan Mitew is undertaking his PhD 
studies in the area of axon pathology 
in neurodegenerative disease under 
the supervision of Dr Tracey Dickson 
and Professor James Vickers. 

A fourth honours student,  
Chris Butler, is working as a 
Graduate Research Assistant in  
the neuroscience group with  
Dr Roger Chung.

Menzies’ UROPs

Each year Menzies offers a number of 
Undergraduate Research opportunity 
Program (URoP) scholarships to 
undergraduate students attending 
the University of Tasmania. They 
receive $5000 to work closely with a 
supervisor at the MRI to undertake a 
small research project that provides 
research experience they may 
not otherwise receive during their 
undergraduate years. In 2008 the 
following students were successful 
in being awarded a scholarship to 
work at the Institute over the summer 
of 2008–09 and part-time during the 
2009 academic year: 

Nicholas Blackburn: Development 
of Metallothionein-IIA alpha and beta 
subunit constructs and exploration 
of their individual neuroprotective 
and neuroregenerative roles in 
comparison with the entire MT-IIA 
protein. Supervisors: Associate 
Professor Adrian West and Dr Roger 
Chung. This was a second URoP 
scholarship for nicholas, who was 
rewarded for his previous efforts 
as a URoP scholarship holder. 
nicholas will continue his work into 
the development of metallothionein-

IIA alpha and beta subunit 
constructs. This scholarship was 
funded by his supervisors.

Felicity Graham: Topics in applied 
biostatistics. Supervisor: Associate 
Professor Leigh Blizzard. Felicity 
investigated the association between 
the measured lung function of long-
term tobacco smokers classified by 
the tar content of the cigarettes they 
had smoked, and analysed data from 
a randomized controlled trial of the 
use of mentoring and information 
technology in the management of 
adolescents with cystic fibrosis.

Ben Hunn: neurobiology project. 
Supervisor: Professor David Small. 
Ben is working on a developmental 
neurobiology project to gain 
experience in the use of microscopy, 
dissection, making up solutions, 
preparing plates for experiments and 
running assays.

Carla Morley: Correlating ambulatory 
blood pressure measurements with 
clinic blood pressure measurements. 
Supervisor: Professor Mark nelson. 
Carla searched existing databases 
for blood pressure measurements 
that had been collected in outpatient 
and primary care clinics. She 
provided Tasmanian data for a 
national initiative of the High Blood 
Pressure Research Council of 
Australia to correlate ambulatory 
BP measurements with clinic blood 
pressure measurements. This data 
was presented at the European 
Society for Hypertension conference.

Oliver Sargent: Genes that increase 
risk of multiple sclerosis. Supervisor: 
Dr Brendan McMorran. Previous 
work by Dr Jim Stankovich using 
genetic linkage-based approaches 
identified a number of genetic 
loci associated with the complex 
autoimmune disease multiple 
sclerosis (MS). The hypothesis is that 
one or more genes located within 
these loci contain rare mutations that 
increase risk of MS. oliver selected 
a candidate gene in one of these 
loci following extensive literature 
searches, and sequenced the coding 
region of this gene in a selection 
of DnA samples from people with 

MS looking for mutations that may 
alter gene function and thus provide 
partial explanation for the observed 
genetic susceptibility to MS. 

Among students awarded URoP 
scholarships in 2007 to work at 
Menzies during 2007–08, two have 
since been employed at Menzies as 
part-time research assistants as they 
continue their undergraduate degree. 
They are Kathryn Bowditch (nee 
Hampton) who is working with Dr 
Adele Holloway, and Ella Hoban who 
is working with Dr Brendan McMorran.

Other support for 
Undergraduate Students

Several members of academic 
staff led by Professor Simon Foote 
provided lectures in genetics and 
statistical genetics as part of an 
undergraduate curriculum at the 
University of Tasmania, but with an 
open invitation to attend extended to 
Menzies’ staff and research students. 

Another important contribution to the 
undergraduate curriculum in 2008 
was the third year undergraduate 
unit “Research Projects in Medical 
Sciences”. In this unit, students spent 
one day each week of a semester 
undertaking a research project with 
a research group from Menzies or 
from the School of Medicine at the 
University of Tasmania. This unit 
provides students with an insight into 
laboratory research. 

Research staff, postgraduate students 
and honorary members or associates 
of Menzies who participated in 2008 
were Eloise Bradley, Carol Bussey, Dr 
Roger Chung, Dr Margaret Cooley, 
Dr Jo Dickinson, Professor Simon 
Foote, Dr Adele Holloway, Associate 
Professor Inn Chuah, Julie Harris, 
Dr Michelle Keske, Roger Latham, 
Dr Brendan McMorran, Dr John 
newman, Dr Fiona Poke, Associate 
Professor Steve Rattigan, Dr David 
Reid, Dr Steve Richards, Dr Louise 
Roddam, Philippe St Pierre and 
Associate Professor Adrian West. 

of the 24 undergraduate students 
who enrolled in this unit in 2008, 18 
subsequently enrolled in an honours 
degree in 2009. 
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AnIMAL SERVICES

STAFF:

Fleur Rodda,  
Manager Animal Services

Peta Lawrie,  
Animal Technician

Shelley Lampkin,  
Animal Technician

Jacqueline noonan,  
Animal Technician

Stephen Mackintosh,  
Animal Technician support

Keri Playford,  
Animal Technician support

Angela Maher,  
Animal Technician support

Jeff Eager,  
Animal Technician support

Murray Plaister,  
Animal Technician

Marcus Pollard,  
Animal Technician

Daily care and maintenance of the 
University’s range of strains, is the 
largest part of Animal Services work, 
as well as the running of a health 
status program to continue providing 
animals with a defined health report.

 

Animal Services provides animal 
resources and technical services, 
advice and support to researchers 
upon request. In addition, 
they provide advice for ethics 
applications, including help with 
which techniques are best suited. 

Menzies’ Animal Services complies 
in strict adherence with the Australian 
Code of Practice.  

Animal Services currently have two 
facilities, one conventional and one 
micro isolator PC2 facility.

In 2008, Animal Services 
commenced set up for embryo 
transfers and is now able to 
provide pronuclear and blastocyst 
microinjection, as well as  
cryopreservation services. 

Importation is another service 
provided, including coordination of 
the import and housing of animals 
from a variety of sources throughout 
the world.

The new co-location building will 
provide a small holding facility, which 
will be staffed, stocked and run by 
Animal Services.  
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STAFF:
Tim Albion, IT Systems Manager

Mark Bennett, General Manager

Alistair Chilcott, IT Systems 
Administrator

Jenny Cochrane, Data Manager

Ben Duan, Computer Support officer 
(from 26 May)

Ceri Flowers, Executive Assistant  
to Director 

Julia Garry, Administrative officer – 
Research Management

Felicity Gates, Administrative Assistant 
– Receptionist (from 14 January)

Melita Griffin, Development Manager  
(to 29 September)

Fiona Horwood, Communications and 
Events Manager (from 21 January)

Furley Johnston, Receptionist  
(on maternity leave)

Dr Lisa Koutoulis, Research Manager

Dixie Prenter, Secretary to the Director 
(to 9 April)

Karena Richards, Finance Manager 
(from 8 December)

Emma Stubbs, Administrative Assistant

Susan Sussems, Development officer

Kathryn Thomson,  
Administration Manager

Felicity Tracy, Administrative Assistant - 
Development (from 3 September)

Imogen Tyson, Administrative  
Assistant – Research Management 
(from 13 november)

Stewart Wells,  
Administration officer – Finance

Barbara Zimmerman, Development 
Coordinator (from April 23)

ADMInISTRATIon TEAM

The Administration Team aims 
to provide efficient and effective 
support to the Director, Board 
and staff at Menzies. The Team 
supports Menzies’ research activities 
across a number of areas, including 
administration and reception, human 
resource management, finance, 
grants management, information 
technology, development and 
communications.

Administration, Reception and 
Human Resources

Administration, reception and human 
resources staff played a significant 
role supporting the achievement 
of Menzies’ core goal areas and 
its strategic direction during 2008. 
Menzies continued to grow in this 
time with staff and student numbers 
increasing by 21 per cent from 
229 to 277. To accommodate our 
growth and to make room for our 
new building, our operations are now 
spread across six sites in Hobart.  

The new building is being 
constructed on the old Menzies’ site 
in Liverpool Street to accommodate 
all of our operations. The building 
is scheduled for completion in late 
2009. While the building will have 
space to house 290 Menzies staff 
and students, we anticipate that we 
will continue to grow to reach our 

optimum size of 500 people in 2013. 
This means that we are working hard 
to obtain additional funds to add an 
additional stage to the building to 
accommodate our future growth.

The Administration Team has 
played a key role in the new building 
process, including managing the 
consultation process to ensure 
that the building is suitable and 
adequately equipped to carry out 
our work.

Research Management

The Research Management 
Team supports researchers in 
the submission and maintenance 
of their grants. This includes 
assistance in the writing, checking 
and editing, interpretation of 
eligibility requirements, formatting, 
formulation of budgets, as well as 
the coordination and compilation 
of large research initiatives. 
once a grant is successful, the 
Research Management Team 
ensures compliance with research 
agreements including progress 
and financial reporting, and liaising 
between the funding bodies and  
the researchers to ensure the  
needs of both parties are met.  
The Research Management Team 
is also responsible for ensuring the 
accurate and timely reporting of 

research income and publications 
to the University of Tasmania for the 
allocation of federal government 
funding to the institute.

The funding highlight for 2008 
was the awarding of $12 million in 
federal government funding from 
the national Health and Medical 
Research Council (nHMRC). This 
included a prestigious Program 
Grant looking at the genetics of 
complex diseases (the first time a 
Program Grant has been awarded 
in Tasmania), a record nine Project 
Grants in health related areas ranging 
from the effect of the herpes virus 
in multiple sclerosis to the impact 
of physical activity in childhood on 
the progression of knee arthritis in 
later life. Additionally we received 
five nHMRC fellowships to support 
researchers, from those straight 
out of their PhD studies through to 
Senior Members of the Institute.

Finance

In 2008, Menzies received income of 
$17.6 million from a variety of funding 
sources, including $6.3 million from 
nationally competitive grants via  
the nHMRC and the Australian 
Research Council. 

Menzies also received $4.1 million 
from the University of Tasmania 
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(UTAS). The majority of these funds 
are performance based and are 
received in recognition of the level 
of research income obtained by 
Menzies, the number of journal 
publications and the number of 
completing and enrolled research 
higher degree students. 

The Tasmanian Government 
continued to provide support 
in a number of areas including 
recognition of Menzies’ status, 
achievements and place in the 
Tasmanian community by awarding 
funding under the Tasmanian Icons 
Program through the Department 
of Economic Development and 
Tourism. The Department of Health 
and Human Services also provided 
funds, including the Tasmanian 
Cancer Registry which is managed 
by Menzies on behalf of the 
Tasmanian Government, to support 
our epidemiological research, and 
a postdoctoral fellowship – the Dick 
Buttfield Fellowship.

The Menzies Foundation was largely 
responsible for the formation of 

Menzies and has supported the 
Institute since its inception. The 
Foundation continued this support 
in 2008, providing $150,000 towards 
the activities of the Institute.

Menzies continued its strong 
relationship with international 
philanthropic organisation The 
Atlantic Philanthropies. In addition to 
the $7.5 million received to support 
the construction and basic fit-out of 
the new building in 2005 and 2006, 
The Atlantic Philanthropies provided 
$354,000 during 2008 as part of 
a $US2,000,000 project over the 
period 2006 to 2010 that will see 
Menzies’ researchers oversee the 
development of a national non-
communicable disease surveillance 
system for Vietnam.

Menzies has developed excellent 
working relationships with a number of 
local and interstate organisations with 
common goals. During 2008 we were 
fortunate to receive significant funding 
from these organisations, including:

•  Australian Cancer Research 
Foundation – $550,000;

•  Royal Hobart Hospital Research 
Foundation – $487,000; 

•  AnZ Trustees Ltd (Wicking Trust) – 
$300,000;

•  The Cancer Council Tasmania – 
$183,000;

•  Tasmanian Community Fund – 
$155,000;

•  national Heart Foundation – 
$150,000;

•  Royal Australasian College of 
Physicians – $130,000;

•  Motor Accident Insurance Board – 
$116,000;

•  Multiple Sclerosis Society of 
Tasmania – $100,000;

• Alzheimer’s Australia – $82,000;

•  Australian Cystic Fibrosis 
Research Trust – $81,000;

•  Motor neurone Disease Research 
Institute of Australia – $77,500;

•  Masonic Centenary Medical 
Research Foundation – $70,000;

•  Australian Lung Foundation – 
$60,000;

The Administration Team
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•  General Practice Training 
Tasmania – $54,000;

•  David Collins Leukaemia 
Foundation – $50,000; and

•  Cerebral Palsy Tasmania – 
$49,500.

Menzies obtained a significant 
surplus in 2008 with an operating 
surplus of $2.9 million. A majority 
of the surplus relates to research 
project funding that has not been 
expensed, but will be expensed on 
those projects in future periods. 
The Income Statement and 
Balance Sheet for the year ended 
31 December 2008 are included in 
this report on pages 73 and 74.

Information Technology

Staff from Information Technology 
(IT) aim to provide reliable, effective, 
secure and innovative IT solutions 
to assist Menzies in pursuing its 
aspiration.

Menzies’ IT systems are continually 
being maintained and improved to 
ensure the secure and confidential 
storage of data and the reliable 
and effective use of computers and 
software in the day to day running  
of Menzies.

The IT Team is also responsible 
for the in-house development of 

 

 Art of Christmas event 2008

software applications which improve 
work efficiencies for Menzies’ staff. 
In 2008 we saw the development 
of systems for scanning the vast 
amounts of paper based data that 
Menzies has collected over the last 
two decades. 

Converting this data to an electronic 
format not only makes it more 
accessible to our researchers 
and better protected against 
catastrophic destruction, but also 
reduces the storage space required 
in our new building.

Development

Menzies was the beneficiary of the 
dedicated work of a record number of 
volunteers and supporters in 2008.  

over 1600 donations resulted 
in $255,230 raised. In addition, 
Menzies was privileged to receive 
two bequests totalling $650,000. 
Menzies is grateful for every gift of 
every amount. All supporters are 
listed on pages 69 to 72.

over 750 donors continued their 
loyal annual support of Menzies 
through four direct mail appeals that 
focused on one area of research 
per appeal. We thank Menzies’ 
researchers and their patients who 
work with development staff on the 
appeals as well as Red Jelly and 
Southern Cross Television for their 
continued support. The Every Day 
Angel program, consisting of donors 
who support Menzies on a monthly 
basis, continues to build a stream of 
reliable income for our research and 
we wish to thank each and every 
Angel. We also express our gratitude 
for the gifts we receive in honour and 
in memory of loved ones.

We wish to pay tribute to the many 
community and service groups 
that arranged fundraisers in towns 
and suburbs throughout Tasmania, 
and all the individual members of 
the groups who took time out of 
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their busy schedules to coordinate 
the logistics. We want to thank the 
members of clubs, associations, 
schools, churches, nonprofits, 
corporations and government 
agencies who made donations or 
attended a Menzies’ talk to learn 
more about our research.

Under the continuing voluntary 
leadership of Ian Matterson, 
Chairman of major gifts, Menzies 
invited supporters to join the 
bequest Society for the Future and 
21 individuals did so by informing 
Menzies of a gift in their Wills. Thank 
you to the families of our bequest 
supporters and to the solicitors and 
trust companies who are a part of 
Menzies’ bequest program.

In 2009, Menzies will launch 
the Healthy Community Fund, 
a fundraising initiative for 

scholarships, equipment and seed 
funding for new research. Five 
honours scholarships were funded 
in 2008 and will be awarded to 
student researchers in 2009. We 
wish to acknowledge and thank 
Ian Matterson for his role in helping 
launch new programs that diversify 
fundraising income for Menzies. 

Collaboration with the Royal Hobart 
Research Foundation on the fourth 
Art of Christmas ensured this event 
enjoyed increased support. Artworks 
donated by local artists Patrick 
Grieve, Cathy McAuliffe, Louise 
Bloomfield, Leigh oates, Georgina 
Pajak, Hilton owen, nigel Lazenby, 
Tony Flowers, Rebecca Murdoch and 
Michael Weitnauer were auctioned 
at a gala cocktail evening at the Key 
Australia, with eleven of the works 
being featured on Christmas greeting 

cards. The greeting card collection 
has been the most popular to date, 
and thanks to support from Print 
Applied Technology, Spicers Paper 
and Red Jelly, profit from sales has 
been very encouraging. More than 
$32,000 was raised from artwork  
and card sales. 

our annual Thank you Day was 
held on november 26 at the Royal 
Tasmanian Botanical Gardens.  
Director, Professor Simon Foote 
thanked Menzies’ volunteers, 
philanthropic partners and Society 
for the Future members who came 
from throughout the state to attend.  

We want to express our sincere 
gratitude to everyone who took part 
in development programs in 2008, 
for helping grow research funding  
at Menzies.  
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Volunteers are vital to Menzies’ 
research effort and successes. They 
allow us to carry out work that would 
not otherwise be achievable across a 
broad range of research projects and 
administration areas. The significant 
contributions made by volunteers are 
deeply appreciated by researchers 
and administration staff at Menzies. 

Volunteers are introduced to Menzies 
through a variety of sources, 
including participating in a study, 
learning about us from the talks 
program or from the many media 
releases that Menzies is featured in. 

During 2008 there were 
approximately 60 active volunteers 
at Menzies, many providing 
valuable assistance to research 
projects. Many others helped with 
administration work, mail-outs and 
data entry, while those with medical 
skills worked in our clinics. Some 
volunteers become very involved 
in our special events and work 
alongside the development team. 

Volunteers find the Menzies’ 
volunteer program helps them to gain 
confidence and skills to return to the 

workforce, many come and go, but 
still remain loyal and hard-working, 
and for this we say a big thank you.

Davys Baldwin

Irma Baumeler

Denis Black

Beverly Brown

Catherine Brown

Margaret Brown

Alexander Buckman

Audrey Button

yang (Carol) Cao

Ray Carroll

Robyn Chapman

Joan Clough

Fay Cox

Ian Crouch

Wendy Davidson

Kate Dell

Kathryn Edwards

Pam Elwell

Sandy Fleming

Jeff Fung

Colleen Hay

Gary Hay

Barbara Hayes

Cheryl Hewitt

Keryl Houlgrave

Jean Keil

Lyn Kirkbride

Mary Leon

Barbara Long

Barbara Maccana

Sylvia Macleod

Marie Magill

John Mathewson

Dorothy Melross

Elise Millington

Leon Morrell

Susan Morrell

Elizabeth neal

Pauline Payne

Judy Pennicott

Dale Pitt

Rhona Puclin

Kate Rutherford

Margaret Stewart

Mary Stuart

Samantha Twigg

Marylyn U’Ren

Robert U’Ren

Gerald Veldhuis

Fay Wheeler

Jenny Wiggins

Janice Williams

Helen Wood

Simone yemm

Menzies would like to thank the following volunteers for their commitment and dedication in 2008:

VoLUnTEERS

 



69Menzies Research Institute Annual Report 2008  Donations

THAnK yoU To oUR VALUED SUPPoRTERS

Community

Donations – Community  
and Business Groups
Anonymous  (14)
A Giving Circle Inc
Aurora Energy
Bothwell Masonic Lodge
Bride of the year
Brighton & Broadmarsh Branch CWA
Brighton Block Pty Ltd
Broadmarsh Branch – CWA
Burnie Bridge Club
Burnie Handweavers, Spinners  
and Dyers Guild
CAF Australia
Calvary operating Theatre Staff
CDC Management Pty Ltd
City of Hobart Preceptory
Clarence Pensioner’s Association Inc
Clarence RSL War Memorial Trust
Community Rehab Clinic
Corporate Express office Equipment
Country Womens Association – Magra
CWA Sandy Bay Branch
Derwent Tavern Social Club
Derwent Valley Lodge
Hotel Grand Chancellor – Hobart
Jackson Tremayne & Fay Lawyers
Launceston Church Grammar School
LGAT Assist
Lindisfarne RSL
Lindisfarne School for Seniors
Lions Club of (Launceston)  
Windmill Hill Inc
Lions Club of Bridport Inc
Lions Club of Burnie Emu Bay Inc
Lions Club of Deloraine Inc
Lions Club of Devonport Mersey Inc
Lions Club of Hadspen South Esk Inc
Lions Club of Huon Inc
Lions Club of Kentish Inc
Lions Club of King Island Inc
Lions Club of Perth Tasmania Inc
Lions Club of Port Cygnet Inc
Lions Club of Queenstown Inc
Lions Club of Sorell Inc
Lions Club of Wynyard Inc
Mansfield Builders
Members Equity Bank
Mount Lyell Lodge no 24 TC
newstead Heights School
north Bruny Island Country  
Women’s Association

RACT Insurance Fun Committee
Ranelagh Branch Country Women’s 
Association In Tasmania Inc
Rotary Club of Smithton
Rotary Club of Ulverstone
Rowella Health Auxiliary
Sandford Morning Tea Group
Sheffield RSL Women’s Auxiliary
Soroptimist International – Circular Head
Tasmanian Alkaloids Pty Ltd
Thirlstane Golf Club Associates
UTAS Sport & Recreation
Veolia Environmental Services
Westpac Huon Contact Centre

Art of Christmas 2008
4Lunch
AW Photography
Art Poster
Bartercard
Christopher Lawrence
Corporate Express
Eye Spy Signs
Foster’s Group
Highly Strung
neville Moane
Print Applied Technology
Pure Tasmania
Red Jelly
Spicers Paper
The Henry Jones Art Hotel
The Key Australia
The Mercury

Artists:
Louise Bloomfield
Tony Flowers
Patrick Grieve
nigel Lazenby
Cathy McAuliffe
Rebecca Murdoch
Leigh oates
Hilton owen
Georgina Pajak
Michael Weitnauer

Everyday Angels
Anonymous (6) 
Mr Tim Albion
Mr Bill Avery
Mr Stephen Bender
Dr David Boadle
Mrs Anita Clarkson
Mr & Mrs Don & Lillian Cornish Ao
Mrs Elizabeth Darvell
Mr Brendon Davidson

Miss Matty June Doering
Mr & Mrs Josh & Felicity Ey
Ms Kerry Forrest
Mr Geoffrey and Miss Julia Goss
Mr & Mrs Paul & Melita Griffin
Mr & Mrs Garth & Brenda Haas
Mr John Hudson
Mrs Doreen Elaine Ireland
Miss Emma Jackson
Mrs Margaret Keogh
Mrs Margaret Knight
Mr Ian McConnelly
Mr Sam Mollard
Mrs Wendy noye
Ms Felicity oakford
Kim Paterson
Mrs Glenda Paton
Mr & Mrs Bob & Frances Russon
Mrs June Scott
Mrs Gwynneth Sperring
Mr & Mrs Richard & Susan Sussems
Ms Carmel Taylor
Mrs Cynthia Tennant
Mrs Pat Vallance
Mr & Mrs Walter & Robin Verth
Mrs Margaret Williams
Ms Barbara Zimmerman  
and Prof John Dickey
Menzies Research Institute’s  
Healthy Community Fund 
Gifts for Scholarships, Medical 
Equipment and Research Support
Veolia Environmental Services
Corporate Express
Mansfield Builders
The Helene Matterson Medical  
Research Scholarship

Donations – Individuals

A
Anonymous (256)
Miss Maureen Absolom
Mrs Barbara Adams
Mrs Christine Adams
The Hon. Dick Adams MP
Mr & Mrs Pat and Dorothea Albion
Mrs Sheila Allwright
Mrs Carole Andrews
Mrs Ila Andrews
Ald Elise Archer
Mr David Arnold

B
Mr & Mrs Brian and Beverley Baker
Mr & Mrs James and Justine Bamford
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Alison Milsana and Roger Banfield
Mrs S Bardenhagen
Mrs Jessie Barker
Mrs M Barnden
Ms Jan Barren
Mr Joseph Barta
Mrs Beryl Bates
Mr Douglas Beath
Mr Jon Belkner
Mrs nancy Bell
Ms Ursula Bennett
Mr & Mrs nigel and Barbara Bentley
Mr David Besanvalle
Ms Felicity Bever
Mr & Mrs Reginald Bingham
Mrs Mary Birtwistle
Mr & Mrs Gustav and Doreen Bjorklund
Mr & Mrs R Bluemmel
Mrs WC Blyth
Mrs Glenice Bomford
Mrs Carmel Bowen
Mrs R Bradfield
Mrs Fay Bradshaw
Mrs Rosemary Breen
Mrs Ann Bridley
Mrs Gwen Briscoe
Mr & Mrs Charles & Gwenneth Brown
Mrs Shirley Brown
Dr Catherine Bulman
Mrs Patricia Burbury
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Mrs Von Calvert
Mr & Mrs Bruce & Robin Cameron
Dr Sheralyn Campbell
Mrs Betty Cannell
Mrs yK Cato
Mr Geoff Cavanagh
Mrs Rosemary Cavill
Mrs Valda Chandler
Mr Ian Chapman
Mr Peter Charlesworth
Mr & Mrs Terrence & Josephine Charlton
Dr Joe Chau
Mrs Jan Chew
Mrs Gladys Chilcott
Mrs Pamela Clark
Ms Judith Clemons
Ms Sally Clemons
Mrs Betty Clennett
Mr & Mrs Denys & June Clifford
Mr & Mrs Albert & Valerie Cloudsdale
Ms Patricia Colegrave
Mr & Mrs Thomas & Helen Coles
Mrs Rosaline Comas

Mrs Enid Conley
Mrs Erica Conway
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Mrs Cynthia Coombe
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Ms Sylvia Cowan
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Mrs Andrea Cranny
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Mrs Susan Folder
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Mrs Gillian Hill
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The Hon. Michael Hodgman QC, MHA
Ms J Hofto
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Ms Vicki Hogan
Mrs Betty Holden
Mrs Pam Holland
Mrs Margaret Hughes
Mrs Avril Hunter
Ms Margaret Hunyady
Mrs Joan Hurburgh
Mrs Lola Hutchinson AoM
Mr & Mrs Greg & Sue Hyland

I
Mrs Gillian Ireland
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Mrs Margaret Jabour
Miss Hannah M Jack
Miss natalie Jackson
Mr & Mrs Greg & Carlene Jackson
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Mr Robert WS James
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Ms Carolyn Johnston
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Mr D Killion
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Mr LL Leon
Mr & Mrs Michael & Judy Lester
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Mr John Rogers
Mrs J Ann Rogers
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Mrs Anne Rood
Drs Thomas & Antonia Ross
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Ms Alison Savage
Mr Charles F Saville
Mr Paul Sayer
Mrs Robin Scharaschkin
Mr & Mrs Geoffrey & Joyce Seymour
Mr Stan Sheppard
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Mrs Lynda Sherriff
Ms Tania Sierink
Mrs A Sims
Mrs Kaye Skinner
Mrs Tryntje Smit
Miss Joy Smith
Miss Maureen Smith
Mr & Mrs Ross & necia Smith
Mr G Smith
Ms Wendy Spencer
Mr & Mrs Ralph & Robeeta Spinks
Mr Colin Sproule
Mrs Joanne Staite
Ms Margareta Stanojevic
Mrs Valerie Stanton
Mrs Roxanne Steenbergen
Mrs Pauline Stolp
Mrs J Stringer
Ms Mary Stuart
Mr James Swan
Mrs Gwen Sweet
Mr Terry Sykes

T

Mrs Phillipa Tatchell

Ms Jenny Tayler

Mrs Gina Taylor

Mrs Clara Tegg

Mrs K Thiessen

Ms A Thom

Mrs J Thompson

Ms Kaye Tidey

Mrs A Todd

Mrs Shirley Topfer

Mrs Helen Torenius

Mr Peter Touber

Mrs Elaine Tracey

Ms Geraldine Trainor

Mrs Helen Travers Hawker

Mr Lloyd Trenham

Mr Eugene Triffett

Mr Amastasios Tom Tsiakis

Mrs Jennifer Turnbull

Ms Marie Ann Turnbull

Ms Fiona Tustian

Dr A Tymms

Ms Annabel Tyson

V

Mrs Voula Vafakos
Ms Ree Van Galen
Mr Jaap Wim Vermaas
Mr & Mrs Brian & Julie Von Bibra
Mr & Mrs Robert & Katharine Von Bibra

W
Mrs Margaret Wade
Ms Helen Walch
Drs Alan & Hilary Wallace
Mrs Judith Wallace
Mrs Molly Walsh
Mrs Valmay Walsh
Mrs R Ward

Mr Phillip Warrener
Mrs Kathryn Washusen
Mr Peter Wass
Mr & Mrs James & Freda Watson
Mrs Beverley Watson
Mrs Bessie Webb
Ms Belinda Webster
Mr John Wedd
Mrs J Weldon
Mr Stewart Wells
Mrs Valma Wells
Mrs Tessie West
Mr Jim Wharton
Mrs Joan Whelan
Mrs Pamela Whelan
Mr Rob Whitehouse
Mrs Marion Whittle
Mrs L Williams
Mrs Joan Williamson
Mr Graham Willing
Mr neil Wilson
Mr Robert Wilson
Mrs Hilary Wiltshire
Mrs Rosalie Winduss
Dr Tania Winzenberg
Mr & Mrs Ron & Pam Wisbey
The Hon. R C Wood
Mr Graham Woodward
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Dr Rosemary young
Mr Leslie young
Mrs Diana young

Bequests and Trusts
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Estate of the late Ronald Buss
Estate of the late Patricia Crabtree
Estate of the late Joyce Winifred Doherty
Estate of the late Rosina Gostling
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Estate of the late Gerald Harvey
Estate of the late Rita Hughes
Bessie Kable Trust
Estate of the late Margaret Annette  
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Estate of the late Brian Marks
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Estate of the late Elise Patricia  
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Anonymous (27)
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BW Flassman

Catherine Jean Halley Garvie

Mr & Mrs Garth and Brenda Haas

Jill Marie Hallam

Kim Paterson

Mavis Purcell and Carol Davenport

Mr & Mrs Ken and Jeanette Wills

In Memorium
Mr Willi Eugen Andree

Mrs Iris Banner 

Mr Paul Belderson

Mr Barry Bennett

Mr Lindsay Chadwick

Mr Max Cherry

Mr Brian Coe

Mrs Audrey Dale

Mrs Lenna Downham

Mrs Jennifer Dunn

Mr Gary Eastley

Dr Arthur Geoffrey Fenton

Mr Keith (Peter) Fenton

Mr Clifford Garwood

Mr Harry Gill

Mr William Logan Glachan

Mr Reginald Robert Gregg

Mrs Ruth Jean Gregg

Mr Arthur Hansch

Mrs Eleanor Heaton

Mrs Anita Higginson

Mr David Hill

Mrs Edna Hirst

Mr William (Bill) Jackman

Mrs Anne Jager

Ms Marie Jasinkski

Mrs Elaine John

Mr Graham Kean

Mr Clifford Kingston

Mrs Eileen Lewis

Mr Harry Lietzau

Mrs Gwendolene Lucas

Mrs Valerie Marsh

Mr David Vincent McCann

Mr Peter McKenzie

Mr Ron Mee

Mrs Marjorie Isobel Moores

Mr Peter Selwyn Ryan

Mrs Patricia Scarafiotti

Mr & Mrs Albert Thodey

Mr Leslie Watson

Mr Colin Samuel Weeding

Mr Ronald Westcott
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  31 Dec 08 31 Dec 07

  $ $

REVENUE 

Commonwealth Government grants 6,904,950 3,890,239

Tasmanian Government grants 1,067,182 958,969

University of Tasmania 4,113,684 2,757,612

Menzies Foundation 150,000 150,000

Atlantic Philanthropies (new building project) – –

other contracts and agreements 3,969,033 3,432,102

Donations 226,306 216,474

Bequest and donation transfers from UTAS and UTAS Foundation – –

Bequests 653,971 67,556

Interest from trust investments 0 65,845

other interest 28,298 –

Interest from research accounts 72,842 61,542

other income 392,631 471,031

Total Revenue 17,578, 897 12,071,370

EXPENSES 

Salaries and on-costs 8,885,963 7,114,004

new building project contribution – –

General consultancy services 2,392,154 1,170,196

Scholarships 419,109 361,149

new appointment expenses 56,511 50,150

Staff development  227,857 99,729

Public relations and marketing 119,554 75,403

Administration and operating costs 1,662,494 1,145,512

General travel 331,947 350,670

Infrastructure charges and recoveries to University 130,323 9,966

Equipment purchases 138,625 91,851

Hire of facilities and equipment 20,182 74,967

Repairs and maintenance 56,099 74,319

Electricity 2,668 4,710

Depreciation plant and equipment 240,418 102,819

Total Expenses 14,683,904 10,725,445

Operating Result  2,894,993  1,345,925 

InCoME STATEMEnT  
for the year ended 31 December 2008

Menzies Research Institute Annual Report 2008  Financial Statements
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  31 Dec 08 31 Dec 07

  $ $

CURRENT ASSETS

Funds held by University of Tasmania        8,070,160       4,763,070

Receivables          –             359,427

Prepayments              –                  3,680 

Total Current Assets        8,070,160       5,126,177

NON-CURRENT ASSETS

Plant and Equipment        2,099,951           1,381,146

     Less Accumulated Depreciation (682,268) (441,849)

Total Non-Current Assets         1,417,683            939,297 

Total Assets     9,487,843         6,065,474 

CURRENT LIABILITIES   

Creditors and accruals           484,352            86,870  

Income Received In Advance             86,216             – 

Provision for Annual Leave        136,541             92,863  

Total Current Liabilities        707,109           179,733 

Total Liabilities         707,109           179,733  

Net Assets     8,780,734           5,885,741 

EQUITY   

opening Retained Surplus        5,885,741        3,698,576  

Items transferred to Menzies 1 January 2007:   

Animal Services plant and equipment           –                92,513 

Animal Services project balances – (14,301)

Health Sciences research projects         –   763,028   

Add: Profit/(Loss) for the Period       2,894,993             1,345,925 

Total Equity        8,780,734          5,885,741  

BALAnCE SHEET  
as at 31 December 2008

Menzies Research Institute Annual Report 2008  Financial Statements
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1. Summary of Significant Policies

The University of Tasmania prepares general purpose financial statements which are audited by the Tasmanian Auditor-
General. A copy of the latest audited statements is available, upon request, from Financial Services.

These financial statements represent those transactions and balances specifically pertaining to the Menzies Research 
Institute. The statements do not include all disclosures required by Australian equivalents to International Financial 
Reporting Standards.

Relevant accounting policies which have been adopted in the preparation of the attached Income Statement and Balance 
Sheet of the Menzies Research Institute are:

a) Basis of Accounting

The financial statements have been prepared on the accrual basis of accounting using the historic cost convention unless 
otherwise stated.

b) Funds held by University of Tasmania

The funds held by the University of Tasmania comprise:

Research Projects $5,308,882

Trust Funds $1,181,718

Wicking Dementia Research and Education Centre $623,437

Discretionary Funds $449,132

Contingency Reserve $400,000

Strategic Funds $67,127

Animal Services $39,864

Total $8,070,160

c) Trust Funds

The University of Tasmania holds a number of trust fund accounts on behalf of the Menzies Research Institute. Investment 
earnings in respect of these trust fund accounts are distributed to the Menzies Research Institute, however, the trust fund 
account balances, totalling $879,870 at 31 December 2008, are not reflected in the attached Balance Sheet. During 2008, 
no amount from these trust fund accounts has been recognised as interest revenue to the Menzies Research Institute.

In addition, the Menzies Research Institute holds a number of trust accounts. The balance of the accounts, totalling 
$1,181,718 at 31 December 2008, is reflected in the attached Balance Sheet.

d) Plant and Equipment

Plant and equipment is brought to account, and carried at cost, where the value is greater than ten thousand dollars.

Plant and equipment is depreciated on a straight line basis over its useful life commencing from the time the asset is held 
ready for use. Depreciation rates for plant and equipment applicable during 2008 are 10–33 per cent, and this is consistent 
with the prior year.

Gains and losses on disposals are determined by comparing proceeds with carrying amount. These are included in the 
income statement.  

noTES To THE FInAnCIAL STATEMEnTS  
for the year ended 31 December 2008
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e) Creditors and accruals

These amounts represent liabilities for goods and services provided to the Menzies Research Institute prior to the end of 
the year which are unpaid. The amounts are unsecured and are normally settled within 30 days.

f) Employee entitlements

Wages and salaries, and sick leave

Liabilities for wages and salaries are recognised as payables in respect of employees’ services up to the reporting date. 
Sick leave entitlements provided to the employees of the University are non-vesting and are based on a cumulative sick 
leave system. Liabilities for non-accumulating sick leave are recognised when the leave is taken.    

Annual Leave

Liabilities for annual leave in respect to non-academic staff are recognised and measured as the amount unpaid at the 
reporting date at current pay rates in respect of employees’ service up to that date. Related on-costs have been included in 
the provision. Annual leave for academic staff is deemed to be taken in the year in which it is accrued, hence, no provision 
is made in respect of these employees.  

Long Service Leave

The University charges a levy on the salaries of certain staff and has assumed the liability for long service leave. 

g) Equity

In october 2006 a number of research staff from the Faculty of Health Science at the University of Tasmania joined 
Menzies as part of a significant growth strategy. From 1 January 2007, the research grants associated with these 
researchers were transferred from the Faculty of Health Science to Menzies. The balance of these grants at 31 December 
2006, $763,028, was brought into the Menzies accounts in 2007. These are reflected in 2007 comparative figures.

From 1 January 2007, Menzies began to manage the University of Tasmania’s Animal Services. The 31 December 2006 
equity in Animal Services—$14,301—was transferred to Menzies. These are reflected in the 2007 comparative figures.

Statement of Certification

We certify that the financial statements reflect an accurate record of income and expenditure recorded through the 
University of Tasmania’s financial system, together with assets and liabilities specific to the Menzies Research Institute.

Mark Bennett 
General Manager 
Menzies Research Institute

Garry Hennessy 
Director of Financial Services 
University of Tasmania

DATE: 16 March 2009



University of Tasmania 
the Menzies Research institute is an institute of the university of tasmania.

A Tasmanian Icon 
the tasmanian Government proudly supports the work of Menzies  
through the icons Program. the icons Program showcases the very  
best that tasmania has to offer, nationally and internationally.

Menzies Foundation 
the Menzies Foundation was largely responsible for the formation of  
the Menzies Research institute and has generously supported Menzies  
since its inception.

Australian Cancer Research Foundation 
Proudly supported by the australian cancer Research Foundation.
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